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I - Facts 

1. Large-scale phenomenon since the 1980s 

2. Migratory routes have changed many times  

3. Mediterranean Sea, the world’s most perilous 

migratory route  

4. A variety of nationalities converge towards a few 

corridors 

5. Two sorts of countries along Mediterranean 

migratory routes: destination vs. transit 
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II - Questions 

1. Migrant or refugee crisis? 

2. Are refugees entitled to express economic 

needs? 

3. What triggered the crisis: pull or push 

factors? 
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Top Ten Nationalities of Migrants Smuggled into Greece and Italy 
2011-2015 

Country of declared 
nationality 

Refugees % 
(*) 

Numbers of migrants / Year 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Syria 94.1% 947 8,507 18,972 74,461 284,924 

Afghanistan 59.9% 17,841 18,323 6,924 13,685 76,735 

Eritrea 86.0% 1,060 2,351 10,406 34,470 35,556 

Albania 7.4% 7,445 10,604 14,368 16,751 12,646 

Pakistan 23.8% 11,982 12,374 5,497 7,299 15,877 

Nigeria 25.4% 5,960 807 2,835 8,832 18,360 

Tunisia 9.0% 28,827 2,874 925 1,674 811 

Somalia 61.6% 2,429 3,944 4,205 7,520 12,977 

Iraq 71.8% 1,834 2,355 739 1,701 22,521 

Bangladesh 10.1% 4,514 8,485 1,721 5,522 7,340 

All Nationalities 82,839 70,624 66,592 171,915 487,747 

Refugees % (**) 30.8% 38.7% 51.8% 62.0% 73.1% 

(*) Rate of positive answers to asylum claims lodged in the EU28 in 2011-15 

(**) Expected rate of positive answers to asylum claims lodged in the EU28 by migrants smuggled into Greece and Italy 2011-15 
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III - Responses 

Countries of first asylum in the Middle East 

• Most generous states in opening their borders and offering 

protection  

• But no countries of durable settlement 

• Mounting tensions 

  

Transit countries 

• Most often do not oppose the entry 

• Facilitate the fastest possible exit 

• Local populations mostly helpful  
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Action along the (sea) route 
• Search & Rescue (Mare Nostrum, Triton)  
• Tackling the smugglers (Sophia) 
• Eliminating the smugglers vs. responding to the crisis 
  

Asylum or destination countries  
• Tension between accommodating refugees and respecting the 

citizens’ rights 
• Whole spectrum stances [from hyper-protectionism to open-

door] 
• Crisis of institutions (Schengen) and principles (solidarity) 
  

The challenge of integration 
• Public opinion &political parties 
• Economies and societies 
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What next? 

Refugee movements will continue 

Economic Migration will rise 

Opening channels vs. building walls 
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