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Europe’s 7 Most Endangered heritage sites 2020 announced
Europa Nostra - the European Voice of civil society committed to cultural and natural heritage - and its partner organisation, the European Investment Bank Institute, have announced today the 7 Most Endangered monuments and heritage sites in Europe for 2020: 
· National Theatre of Albania, Tirana, ALBANIA
An outstanding example of modern Italian architecture from the 1930s, which is one of the most prominent cultural centers in the country, faces the imminent threat of demolition.
· Castle Jezeří, Horní Jiřetín, CZECH REPUBLIC
A Baroque castle, which was the scene of the first private performance of Beethoven’s 3rd Symphony in 1804, is in an advanced state of deterioration.
· Castle of Sammezzano, Tuscany, ITALY
A strikingly beautiful eclectic style historic building, typical of the Orientalist fashion of the late 19th century, has fallen victim to neglect and vandalism.

· Y-block, Government Quarter, Oslo, NORWAY
A Modernist building from the 1960s, featuring iconic murals by Picasso, was damaged by the 2011 terrorist attack and is now set to be demolished.
· Szombierki Power Plant, Bytom, POLAND
A Modernist power plant from the 1920 is threatened by the risk of demolition, in spite of several efforts to make the site a breeding ground for creative industries.
· Belgrade Fortress and its Surroundings, SERBIA
The authenticity and integrity of an impressive fortress – included on the Tentative List of UNESCO as part of the biggest pan-European transnational world heritage property, the Frontiers of the Roman Empire – is threatened by a harmful cable-car project.
· Plečnik Stadium, Ljubljana, SLOVENIA
One of the earliest buildings of its kind in Europe, built in 1925 to a design by the renowned architect Jože Plečnik, is at risk of being lost due to unsuitable development.
(N.B. The list above is given in the alphabetical order of the country where the site is located)

Experts representing Europa Nostra and the European Investment Bank Institute, together with nominating organisations and with other partners, will visit the listed sites and meet with key stakeholders. These multidisciplinary teams will provide expert advice, identify possible sources of funding and help mobilise wide support to save these heritage landmarks. They will formulate and widely communicate a set of recommendations for action. 
The Executive President of Europa Nostra, Prof. Dr. Hermann Parzinger, stated: “The list of the 7 Most Endangered 2020 covers a wide variety of heritage sites which are facing different types of serious threats.  All of these heritage treasures tell a European story which is part of our shared culture and history. By putting them on our list we are sending a strong message of solidarity to the local communities and activists: your efforts to save these sites is supported by our wide European heritage movement.”  
The Dean of the European Investment Bank Institute, Francisco de Paula Coelho, said: “Once again, the EIB 

Institute is proud to support the 7 Most Endangered programme. By putting those sites under the limelight, the the 7 Most Endangered programme plays a critical role in protecting Europe’s greatest assets: its cultural diversity and heritage.”
Nominations were submitted by civil society or public bodies which form part of Europa Nostra’s network of member and associate organisations from all over Europe. The 7 Most Endangered Sites for 2020 were selected by the Board of Europa Nostra from the 14 sites shortlisted by a panel of experts. The selection was made on the basis of the outstanding heritage significance and cultural value of each of the sites as well as on the basis of the imminent danger that they are facing. The level of engagement of local communities and the commitment of public and private stakeholders to saving these sites were considered as crucial added values. Another selection criterion was the potential of these sites to act as a catalyst for sustainable socio-economic development for their localities and wider regions.
The 7 Most Endangered programme is run by Europa Nostra in partnership with the European Investment Bank Institute. It also has the support of the Creative Europe programme of the European Union. Launched in 2013, this programme forms part of a civil society campaign to save Europe's endangered heritage. It raises awareness, prepares independent assessments and proposes recommendations for action. While not guaranteeing direct funding, the listing of an endangered site often serves as a catalyst and incentive for mobilisation of the necessary public or private support, including funding. You can read here about the positive impact of the programme with some of its “success stories”. 

As of 2020, this programme will be run on an annual basis. The Call for Nominations for the 7 Most Endangered Programme 2021 will be published in June 2020. 
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The 7 Most Endangered 2020
(listed in alphabetical order of their country)
National Theatre of Albania, Tirana, ALBANIA
The National Theatre of Albania, one of the most prominent cultural centres in Albania and an important social and public space in its capital Tirana, now faces the imminent threat of demolition. The Theatre, built in 1938-39, is an outstanding example of modern Italian architecture from this period and is an integral urban component of the monumental central axis of the city. The construction technique was based on the use of prefabricated panels with cemented wood fibre as part of the Autarky movement in Italy and is considered innovative for its time.
Europa Nostra has already publicly expressed its sincere concerns regarding the decision to replace the Theatre with a new contemporary building. Plans to destroy it have been met with popular protests that are held regularly in front of the Theatre and which are supported by experts who are urging the city to make full use of the Theatre’s existing potential for the cultural and social enrichment of Tirana. Despite the efforts of the Theatre’s supporters, named “Alliance for the protection of the Theatre”, local authorities are determined to demolish the building and replace it with a modern structure. 
The nomination of the National Theatre by the Gjirokastra Foundation is part of this wide civil society campaign to save the building. Should the Theatre be saved and its artistic and social purposes restored, it could become a symbol for the city of Tirana as it celebrates its 100th anniversary as the country’s capital.
Castle Jezeří, Horní Jiřetín, CZECH REPUBLIC
This vast Baroque castle is in an extensive state of deterioration. Intensive mining activity in the direct vicinity of the castle has further aggravated structural issues over the mine’s 100 years of activity and has seriously altered the castle’s natural setting.
Formerly a seat of the Lobkowicz family, Castle Jezeří was an important cultural and social centre in the 18th and 19th centuries. Many acclaimed figures were hosted there and it was the scene of the first private performance of Ludwig van Beethoven’s 3rd Symphony in 1804. In more recent times, the castle suffered the effects of total neglect leading to the advanced decay it faces today.
The castle serves as one of the few surviving mementos of the natural landscape and many historic structures which were lost to the mining activity. The closest historical city centre to the castle, for example, was completely erased and the castle itself had almost suffered a similar fate.
The sheer size of the building means that a long-term and costly project is needed to revitalise it. The nomination of the castle was made by the Czech Association of Castle and Manor House Owners and is supported by its owner, the National Heritage Institute. The Institute also contributed to the widespread awareness of the endangered state of the castle in Czech local and national media, including a recent reportage entirely dedicated to the Castle Jezeří.
Castle of Sammezzano, Tuscany, ITALY
This richly decorated castle in Tuscany continues to be at risk of deterioration following its shortlisting for the 7 Most Endangered programme 2016. The striking building is rare in Europe thanks to its eclectic combination of styles, typical of the Orientalist fashion which was popular at the time of its transformation in the late 19th century.
The strong influence of Islamic architecture is evident, with intricate white stucco, dazzling, vibrant colours and geometric patterns used in its interior decoration throughout. The castle is also notable for its surrounding park of 190 hectares which is home to a wide variety of tree species including 57 giant sequoias.
Lack of maintenance, vandalism and theft threaten the future of the building, with its condition worsening with each passing year. Many of the outstanding elements of this building are at risk of being irreversibly lost. 
In addition to the nominator of the site, Imago Mundi Onlus, there are many partners in the campaign to secure the future of the building, including the Save Sammezzano Civic Movement.
Y-block, Government Quarter, Oslo, NORWAY
This Modernist building from the 1960s, with an iconic shape and sandblasted murals by Picasso, withstood a terrorist attack in 2011, but is now set to be demolished.
The Y-block was designed by the architect Erling Viksjø, forming part of a unified complex with the adjacent highrise from 1958. Towards the end of its construction, Pablo Picasso designed two murals for the decoration of the Y-block in the innovative sandblasted concrete technique, a new method developed by the building’s architect and the artist Carl Nesjar. “The Fisherman”, found on the facade and “The Seagull”, located in the interior, are fully integrated with the architecture, and constitute rare examples of public art produced by Picasso.
In 2011, a Norwegian terrorist detonated a bomb in The Government Quarter, killing 8 and injuring 200, before travelling to the summer camp of the Norwegian Labour Party where he murdered 69 people and injured a further 66 victims, mostly teenagers.
Viksjø’s government buildings withstood the bomb, and the site now stands as a memorial to all victims of the attacks. They are a symbol of the resilience of the democratic values that the terrorist failed to destroy. 
Fortidsminneforeningen - The National Trust of Norway renewed their nomination of the Y-Block to the 7 Most Endangered following its shortlisting in 2016, to halt the plans to demolish the building. The campaign to protect the building is very active in the city and, in February, several prominent Norwegian artists performed in a concert right in front of the Y-Block. Europa Nostra also released a statement on the Y-Block, giving visibility to the activities and peaceful manifestations that have been organised so far in Oslo to save this landmark of Norwegian history from destruction.
Szombierki Power Plant, Bytom, POLAND
The Szombierki Power Plant in Bytom was established in 1920. The "cathedral of industry", designed by the Zillmann brothers (Georg and Emil), is still an impressive symbol of the Industrial Revolution.  This Modernist power plant, with huge potential for reuse and locally registered as a monument, is threatened by the risk of demolition. Szombierki operated for almost 80 years and was one of the last hard-coal powered electric power plants in Europe. Over the past two decades, the building has been empty. Despite several attempts to redevelop it, its condition has deteriorated significantly. 
The monumental block is characterised by its magnificent dark red brick facades and three slender chimneys. In terms of size and capacity, it is comparable to similar power plants in the United Kingdom, such as the Battersea Power Station and the Bankside Power Station. The latter was successfully adapted for cultural purposes and now houses the Tate Modern museum. 
Leaking roofs and windows, vandalism and theft have accelerated the building’s degradation. The private owner did little maintenance, and did not carry out an EU project to adapt the facility to new purposes. If no immediate solutions are found for Szombierki, the monument will be destroyed.
The Foundation for the Protection of Silesian Industrial Heritage, which nominated the Szombierki Power Plant for the 7 Most Endangered programme 2020, supports the preservation of this important and representative element of Silesia’s industrial heritage. The Foundation’s activists have successfully engaged in various types of awareness-raising activities, including the organisation of an exhibition about the facility for local Polish museums, and the preparation of a student competition at the Faculty of Architecture of the Wroclaw University of Technology for the adaptation and re-use of the Power Plant.
Belgrade Fortress and its Surroundings, SERBIA
The Belgrade Fortress, an iconic symbol of the city, is threatened by a harmful cable car project which would drastically compromise the authenticity and integrity of the site.
The Belgrade Fortress is one of the most important cultural monuments in the Republic of Serbia, with the Fortress and its surrounding landscape having borne witness to the presence of humans since the Neolithic Period, as evidenced by the remains from Celtic, Roman, Byzantine, Hungarian, Bulgarian and Serbian Middle Age periods as well as the Ottoman and Habsburg Empires.
The Belgrade Fortress and its Roman archaeological heritage (Ancient Singidunum) are on the Tentative List of UNESCO as part of the biggest pan-European transnational world heritage property, the Frontiers of the Roman Empire. The Kalemegdan Park, located at the Fortress, is much loved by the city’s residents and its extraordinary position overlooking the confluence of the Sava and Danube rivers offers protected viewpoints of outstanding beauty. 
The nominator of the Belgrade Fortress and its surroundings was made by Europa Nostra Serbia, following a public petition and a months-long campaign against the cable car project by a large group of civil society associations, professional organisations, institutes and universities dealing with heritage in Serbia. In support of this campaign, a high delegation of experts from Europa Nostra went on a mission to Belgrade in May 2020 and made an expert report in July 2020, calling for the safeguarding of the Belgrade Fortress in its entirety.
Plečnik Stadium, Ljubljana, SLOVENIA
Unsuitable development plans are set to destroy the integrity of the Plečnik Stadium. Constructed in 1925, the Stadium is one of the earliest sites built for sports purposes in Slovenia and is one of the earliest buildings of its kind in Europe. The open-air facility takes its horseshoe shape from ancient amphitheatres and consists of the arena, raised tribunes, a colonnade on the eastern side, a tribune with columns on the western side and two music pavilions. It is a masterpiece of the architect Jože Plečnik.
Plečnik is credited with shaping the city of Ljubljana and is widely regarded as one of the most significant architects of the 20th century in Central Europe. Each of Plečnik’s buildings is designated with a special heritage status in Ljubljana.
Until 2007, the stadium was in regular use. The new company plans to remove almost all original elements of the stadium and to build a new stadium in its place. New structures which would include hotel rooms, offices and commercial units have also been planned. The Slovenian government has now nominated Plečnik’s works in Ljubljana to the UNESCO World Heritage List but have not included the Stadium in the nomination file, contributing to the uncertain future of the site.
The nominator of the site, the Association of Architects Ljubljana, endeavours to preserve the Stadium in its original form.


Background information
Europa Nostra is the European voice of civil society committed to safeguarding and promoting Europe’s cultural and natural heritage. A pan-European federation of heritage NGOs, supported by a wide network of public bodies, private companies and individuals, it covers more than 40 countries. Founded in 1963, it is today recognised as the most representative heritage network in Europe. 

Europa Nostra campaigns to save Europe's endangered monuments, sites and landscapes, in particular through the 7 Most Endangered programme. It celebrates excellence through the European Heritage Awards / Europa Nostra Awards. Europa Nostra contributes in formulating and implementing European strategies and policies related to heritage, through a participatory dialogue with European Institutions and the coordination of the European Heritage Alliance 3.3. Europa Nostra was one of the instigators and organisers of the European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018.
The European Investment Bank Institute (EIB-I) was set up within the EIB Group (European Investment Bank and European Investment Fund) to promote and support social, cultural, and academic initiatives with European stakeholders and the public at large. It is a key pillar of the EIB Group’s community and citizenship engagement. More information on http://institute.eib.org
Creative Europe is the EU programme that supports the cultural and creative sectors, enabling them to increase their contribution to jobs and growth. With a budget of €1.46 billion for 2014-2020, it supports organisations in the fields of heritage, performing arts, fine arts, interdisciplinary arts, publishing, film, TV, music, and video games as well as tens of thousands of artists, cultural and audiovisual professionals. The funding allows them to operate across Europe, to reach new audiences and to develop the skills required in the digital age. [image: image4.png]
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