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The EIB Institute is committed to reducing inequalities and promoting diversity and social 
cohesion across Europe; we strive for a more sustainable future. The Institute supports social 
innovation and entrepreneurs who aim to generate a societal impact (targeting social, ethical or 
environmental goals) or seek to create and sustain social value, typically related to unemployment, 
marginalisation of disadvantaged communities and access to education and other basic services.

We offer advice, finance research and knowledge transfer, and provide grants that support EU 
social cohesion goals via partnerships with local non-governmental organisations (NGOs), 
universities and academic networks, foundations, research institutes, corporate organisations 
and governmental bodies.

2020 IN NUMBERS
Financial Education

87 schools joined the SAVE Tour, Italy

4 550 students and teachers participated in the SAVE Tour, Italy

547 educators participated in HELITFIN, Greece

4 926 students participated in HELITFIN, Greece

Other initiatives
28 webinars delivered in partnership with MFC

1 100 participants

40 participants on average per seminar

2 conferences sponsored

3 seminars and 14 web events
1 conference on biodiversity

500+ participants

Social Media
Followers

5 900 2050

5 200 1 450

Philanthropy

€1.25m donated to:

13 NGOs

4 research institutes

1 014 pieces of IT equipment donated to

74 schools and NGOs

Social Innovation Tournament
215 applications from

30 countries

3 training sessions

8 SITolarships awarded to SIT Alumni projects

8 impact entrepreneurs participated in the European Venture Philanthropy Association 
Annual Conference
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2020 2019 2018

Number of Applications 215 165 206

Number of Countries 30 27 28

Mentoring Bootcamp Online* Amarante, Portugal Amarante, Portugal

Final Event Hybrid** Dublin, Ireland Copenhagen, Denmark

Special Category

The Environment with 
a special emphasis on 

biodiversity and ecosystem 
conservation

Sustainable production 
and sustainable 

consumption

Sustainable development 
with a special emphasis 

on the circular economy

* Online due to the COVID-19 pandemic. ** Jury and moderator in a live studio and finalists online.

The Social Innovation Tournament, the flagship initiative of the Institute’s Social Programme, 
recognises and supports Europe’s best impact entrepreneurs.

SUPPORT TO  
SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP

 Agriculture and food supply

 Circular economy

 Education and youth

 Health

 Climate and environment

 Employment

 Sustainable consumption and production

 Inclusion

 Others

7%

5%

9%

9%

13%

10%

34%

13%

14%

Employment

Other

Sustainable consumption & production

Inclusion

Health

Education and Youth

Climate and environment

Circular Economy

Agriculture and food supply

7%

10%

13%

14%

5%9%

13%

34%

5%

SIT 2020
APPLICATIONS



10 | EIB Institute | Social programme at a glance 2020 2020 Social programme at a glance | EIB Institute | 11

South South 
SudanSudan

NaviLens aims at making cities smarter and 
more inclusive, by empowering visually impaired 
people with a cutting-edge technology based on 
a proprietary computer vision algorithm, which 
is more powerful than a QR code. Available in 24 
languages, the technology replicates the concept 
of using a mobile phone camera to read signage 
information, allowing visually impaired people to 
be more independent in unknown spaces.

1st Prize
General Category

BeeOdiversity uses bees as drones to collect 
billions of environmental samples over large surfaces. 
It processes the collected data to monitor industrial 
and agricultural pollution, assess the quality/diversity 
of plants, make targeted improvement decisions and 
involve local communities in enhancing biodiversity.

2nd Prize
General Category

2nd Prize 
Special Category

Audience Choice Award

PlasticFri is a cleantech startup aiming to end the 
plastic pollution catastrophe. It transforms renewable 
resources (agricultural waste and specific non-edible 
plants) into a biomaterial that looks and works like 
conventional plastics but is 100% biodegradable, 
compostable and non-toxic.

HERA is a mobile app aiming to increase access to 
preventative health services, particularly vaccines 
and prenatal care, among Syrian refugees in Turkey. 
Before using the app, women are given a tutorial on 
recommended services and taught about the risks 
and conditions during and after pregnancy, and the 
importance of vaccinating children according to 
guidelines. HERA currently serves 300 women between 
the ages of 20 and 49.

Sponsh developed a temperature-sensitive 
smart material that produces water from air using 
the natural cycles of day and night. Launched 
in 2018, its first products are water-producing 
tree guards to help young trees planted in 
reforestation projects survive their first harsh 
summers. After 10 years, Sponsh will have planted 
80 million trees, turned 174 000 ha of degraded 
land into forests and absorbed 68 million tonnes 
of CO2 from the atmosphere.

1st Prize 
Special Category

CloudCuddle from the Netherlands and PlasticFri from Sweden will attend 
the INSEAD Social Entrepreneurship Programme.

WINNERS
FINALISTS

Norway
Sweden

Italy

Turkey
Spain

France

Belgium

Germany
NetherlandsNetherlands

NEW IN2020
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PROGRAMME

SPECIAL CATEGORY TOPIC

Sustainable living

CALL FOR PROPOSALS

1 February – 3 March 2021

15 FINALIST PROJECTS

Announced on 15 May 2021

MENTORING BOOTCAMP

29 to 30 June 2021 
Vienna, Austria

REHEARSAL BOOTCAMP

5 to 6 October 2021
Lisbon, Portugal

SIT 2021Social Innovation Tournament

10th
  

EDITION

PITCHING 
COMPETITION

Meet us on  
7 October 2021

in Lisbon, Portugal
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The SIT Alumni network brings together Europe’s best social entrepreneurs. It helps connect all SIT 
finalists and other selected social entrepreneurs building connections across sectors, countries, 
ecosystems with no boundaries. It offers numerous learning opportunities, participation in 
conferences and other events, training and funding opportunities, and closed alumni events.

ADVICE AND FINANCIAL HELP

SITOLARSHIPS

SITolarships are granted based on the 
level of impact in addressing a societal or 
environmental problem. They can be used 
for attendance at conferences and business 
fairs and participation in training sessions, 
and to hire consultancy services. 

Total grants allocated in 2020: 
€42 252, to 8 projects in 7 countries

EIB GROUP EXPERTS PROGRAMME

SIT Alumni can access a network of experts from the EIB Group (comprising the European Investment 
Bank and the European Investment Fund) who have voluntarily applied to help impact entrepreneurs 
in various domains of activity. Topics include impact measurement and management, fundraising, 
digital marketing, legal services, accounting, financial services, HR management, IT skills, web 
development, and translation and editorial services.

In 2020, three SIT Alumni (Walk with Path, Arborea and SkillLab) turned to the EIB Network of Experts 
Programme for consultancy services.

PRO BONO CONSULTING SERVICES

SIT ALUMNI NETWORK

“It has been a delight to collaborate with Cuora and its team of dedicated and motivated 
individuals, full of positive energy. Their achievements have helped Usitoo progress in its strategic 
thinking.”

Xavier Marichal, CEO and Founder, Usitoo

SIT Alumni can benefit from the services offered by Cuora Consulting, a pro bono management 
consultancy whose members are talented university students and young professionals. They offer 
services in the following areas: digital and social media strategy, key stakeholder analysis, market 
analysis, strategic and financial planning, fundraising and mapping with potential investors, 
performance analysis and balanced scorecards.

In 2020, two SIT Alumni (HERA and Usitoo) benefited from Cuora Consulting’s services.

MIWA, an ICT startup based in the 
Czech Republic, used the grant to 
exhibit its technology at the Salon 
du Vrac 2020—a bulk fair held in 
Paris. This event gave MIWA the 
opportunity to compare its offerings 
with those of competitors and to 
explore current trends in the bulk 
industry. MIWA also established 
some valuable partnerships and 
collaborations.

NEW IN2020

NEW IN2020
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IMPACT MEASUREMENT AND MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME

This e-learning course from inFocus was designed by experienced practitioners and experts in digital 
education from the University of Edinburgh. It is divided into three levels: Introduction, Foundation 
and Builder. 

It helped SIT Alumni to: 
-  Measure social impact: monitor and evaluate the social or environmental impact generated  

by a service or product. 
- Manage social impact: unlock the potential of measuring impact to improve and grow.

DIGITAL MARKETING AND DATA SCIENCE

This partnership gives SIT Alumni the opportunity to apply for various online courses offered 
 by IE University (Madrid).

In 2020, two courses were offered to 6 SIT Alumni.
- Digital Marketing, Social Media and Analytics: Ultraspecialisti, MyMind and Usitoo.
- Data Science and Visualization for Business: Walk With Path, Auara and Recicleta.

DESIGN THINKING AND CREATIVITY FOR BUSINESS

WEBINARS

In 2020, the following 14 webinars and e-trainings were held:

How to throw away bad work habits for good

Kim Van Niekerk

Raising impact investment  

Laura Catana

Mindfulness for impact entrepreneurs

Kim Van Niekerk

Communicating as a leader vs. a manager

Kim Van Niekerk

Powerful communication mindsets

Kim Van Niekerk

The listening gearbox

Kim Van Niekerk

Venture capital—the deal terms you need to know 

Thomas Ferré

Business & human rights 

Francisco Granja de Almeida and Inês Villar 

From startup to scale-up: financial management in four steps 

Thomas Ferré

Step 1: The capital structure and how it affects fundraising

Step 2: Fundraising valuation

Step 3: Business model

Step 4: Killer financial KPIs

How to create engaging online meetings

Wouter Smeets and Myriam Hadnes

The EIB Group response to the COVID-19 pandemic

Nina Van Doren, Cristina Dumitrescu and Ulrich Grabenwarter

LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

“Thank you for the opportunity to attend and complete the excellent Design Thinking course! 
Just like during my assignment, I was and I am continuing to directly apply the frameworks and 
techniques learned there to improve and develop whole new products and features at Goodbag, 
together with my team.” 

Todor Lazov (Goodbag)

SIT Alumni have access to the online course Design Thinking and Creativity for Business from INSEAD, 
which provides five weeks of hands-on learning to develop the creative thinking skills needed in any 
organisational context.

27 SIT Alumni joined the course:
Adopta un Abuelo, Auara, Blagodarya Centre of Suggestopedia, Brake-Out, DayCape, Desolenator, 
Ethikis, GivMed, Goodbag, Health Chefs, Hey Planet, IRIS, Koiki, MIWA, MJN Neuroserveis, Movimento 
Transformers, MTOP, Omoguru, Piano C, Progetto Quid, SoLunch, SPEAK, The Loop, Usitoo, Recicleta, 
Helioz (WADI) and Walk With Path.

NEW IN2020

NEW IN2020

NEW IN2020
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SIT ALUMNI PARTICIPATION IN EVENTS
In 2020, several SIT Alumni presented their projects at high-impact online events.

ACHIEVEMENTS BY SIT ALUMNI
SIT Alumni won many prizes and awards in 2020:

Arborea, Desolenator, Fazla Gida, Hey Planet, 
iNex Circular, Matter, MIWA and Trigger Systems.

HeHop, Peppy Pals and Progetto Quid.
Fruta Feia won the EU LIFE Award 2020 in the Environment 
category.

Walk With Path won the 2020 AcceleratHER 
award in the MedTech and Science category.

mjn-SERAS obtained the CE medical device 
certification for its epilepsy aid solution.

Jean Guo, CEO and co-founder of 
Konexio, was included in the Forbes 
30 Under 30 Europe list for 2020.

PLANETIERS WORLD GATHERING

REYKJAVIK GLOBAL FORUM

Glowee, MIWA and Trigger Systems.

CHANGE NOW

VISIBILITY AND NETWORKING

Some highlights include:
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PARTNERSHIPS

Together with its partners, the EIB Institute helps the SIT Alumni projects to increase their visibility, improve their pitching 
and fundraising strategies, and connect with business angels and investors.

We partner with Amazon Web Services (AWS) to offer to SIT Alumni the 
chance to participate in the AWS Activate Programme, a programme 
designed to help start-ups with resources to get started on AWS. By 
using the AWS, Alumni projects have an opportunity to join some of the 
fastest-growing start-ups in the world and build their business.  

We also partner with WeChangers, an online messaging and community 
platform that enables people and communities to come together and 
collaborate effectively, at scale. The SIT Alumni private online community 
at WeChangers allows SIT Alumni projects to access a private community 
portal, connect with other Alumni projects and find out about their work 
and impact. The SIT Alumni also benefit from the network effect and 
access to social organisations and funders around the world. 

Since 2016, EY Transaction Advisory Services Belgium offers business 
model fine-tuning to the General Category winner of the SIT to help the 
entrepreneur with financing its business plan.

SOCIAL INCUBATOR

Solar Impulse labels profitable solutions with a positive impact on the 
environment in the fields of water, energy, smart cities, mobility, industrial 
innovation, agriculture and the circular economy. Once a solution obtains 
the Solar Impulse Efficient Solution Label, it becomes more appealing to 
investors, with greater credibility and extra visibility. 

12 SIT Alumni have the Solar Impulse Label: Arborea, BeeOdiversity, 
Breeze Technologies, Desolenator, Goodbag, Glowee, Helioz (WADI), 
iNex Circular, MIWA, PlasticFri, SoilSteam International and Usitoo.

To foster regional development through social innovation, we launched IRIS in 2017 as 
Portugal’s first regional social innovation incubator, with funding from Partnerships for 
Impact (Portugal 2020 funds) and support from other partners.

ASSOCIAÇÃO IRISOCIAL INCUBADORA DE INOVAÇÃO SOCIAL 

In June 2020, IRIS became a non-profit association, powered by the EIB Institute. This change of structure and its 
new partners, including the Institute as an honorary member, will enable IRIS to further develop its impact mission, 
ensure the continuity of this successful project and continue the work towards strengthening the Portuguese 
impact entrepreneurship ecosystem.

IRIS focuses on the incubation of impact projects and training for purpose-driven organisations. Since 2018, IRIS has 
been developing a pioneering educational programme that encourages social innovation in children and young 
people.

PARTNERS

IRIS has a network of institutional partners to support its work on developing impact initiatives: legal (Vieira de 
Almeida & Associados); financial (Montepio); communication and marketing (Essência - Comunicação Completa); 
accounting (Calculus 3S); volunteering (Pista Mágica); impact measurement (Aplixar); crowdfunding (PPL); 
technology (AWS Amazon Web Services) and fundraising (Academia Be Responsible). IRIS is also part of the 
National Incubator Network.

MAIN HIGHLIGHTS:

11 projects and 32 participants—supported by 11 mentors—participated in the second 
acceleration programme.

8 innovation advisors and a network of 22 experts.

17 projects participated in the incubation programme.

52 participants attended 7 workshops designed for social purpose-driven organisations.

7 training programmes with 96 participants.
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IT equipment donated

1 014 pieces donated

163  desktops

830  laptops

21  pieces of other 
equipment

13 countries

22 schools

39 NGOs

IT DONATIONS

The Institute renewed its partnership with Close the Gap for 
a three-year period. Close the Gap takes used IT equipment 
to African schools, helping young people in the countries 
concerned to improve their educational and economic 
prospects. The EIB has donated more than 4 000 pieces of 
IT equipment to the organisation since 2014.

The Institute donates decommissioned EIB equipment (laptops and desktops) to EU-based not-for-profit 
organisations, local community centres and schools.

Spain

Slovakia

Romania

Portugal

Poland

Moldova

Luxembourg

Lithuania

Greece

France

Croatia

Bulgaria

Belgium

20

21

20

3

10

75

150

143

112

327

35

38

60

PHILANTHROPY
GRANTS FOR HUMANITARIAN CATASTROPHES

COVID-19 PANDEMIC

€1 million of which:

€250 000 donated for victims of hurricanes Eta and Iota in Central America to 4 NGOs and 4 countries of intervention

€500 000 to leading EU-based not-for-profit institutes to support their research and development for COVID-19 
treatments and vaccines.

Research at Institut Pasteur progresses thanks to EIB 
donation

Institut Pasteur used the EIB donation of €125 000 to develop 
diagnostic and serological tests, as well as therapeutic and 
vaccine strategies for treating and preventing COVID-19 
infection.

The €50 000 EIB donation to Save the Children (Spain) helped 
guarantee that vulnerable Spanish children and adolescents 
continued their school-year activities during the pandemic.

EIB funds were used to purchase 223 of the 889 tablets given to 
families for use in distance-learning activities.

HUMANITARIAN CATASTROPHES

€500 000 to NGOs to support initiatives mitigating the pandemic’s impact among the most vulnerable groups.
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HELITFIN project

In partnership with:

The SAVE tour has been transformed from an 
itinerant journey on board a discovery truck into a 
digital/virtual platform—SAVE 2.0. From January 
2021, a dedicated website will have three freely 
available courses, one for each school age group 
(primary, middle and secondary). Each online course 
provides an overview of the main topic related to 
sustainability and the circular economy via videos, 
an app and a tutorial for conducting live laboratories 
in the classroom.

SAVE (Sustainability, Action, Voyage, Experience)

In partnership with:

FINANCIAL EDUCATION

Financial Education is aimed to enable individuals to use a set of skills and knowledge, to make 
informed and effective decisions with all their financial resources. Very often, vulnerable groups and 
less affluent communities lack those skills, which contributes to a lower quality of life. For example, 
evidence suggests that insufficient financial education may have contributed to the sub-prime and 
related crises.

The EIB Institute, the Museo del Risparmio and Scania 
Italia partnered for the second consecutive academic 
year to implement the SAVE project (Museum on Wheels) 
in Italy.

Objective: Teach Italian children basic financial literacy 
and the need for sustainable use of resources by using a 
discovery truck as a museum on wheels.

From October 2019 to March 2020, the second edition of 
the SAVE tour travelled from northern to southern Italy, 
stopping in five regions (Piedmont, Liguria, Sardinia, 
Sicily and Calabria). On 8 March, the tour was prematurely 
halted due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 4 550 students 
and teachers from 87 schools visited 17 cities across 5 
regions.

ITALY

MONEY LEARNING

In partnership with.:

Visits took place in January and February 2020 -  459 students and 44 teachers.

The COVID-19 emergency forced all Italian schools to close at the beginning of March, with school visits to museums 
and other locations cancelled until the end of the year. This impacted the implementation of the Money Learning and 
Museum on Wheels projects.

NEW IN2020

GREECE

The project had to be adjusted due to the outbreak of COVID-19. Some activities planned for 2020 were postponed to 
2021 and some curricula delivered digitally

and in collaboration with: 

Objectives: Training and mentoring sessions and 
awareness-raising activities for students to learn 
basic economic and financial concepts and have the 
opportunity to apply those skills in their own lives.

Close to 5 000 primary and secondary school students 
mainly from underprivileged areas in Athens, Thessaloniki, 
Central Macedonia and Epirus supported by 379 teachers.
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DIGITAL LITERACY BOOTCAMP

Organised by: 

Programme of webinars to support the acceleration of digitalisation among participant institutions by helping their staff 
to undertake digital innovation and better understand digitalisation trends, tools and success factors.

Co-financed by: EIB Institute and European Fund for Southeast Europe.

Organiser: 

From 13 to 15 October a series of focused webinars brought 
together various stakeholders to exchange views and practices 
challenge the status quo, advocate concrete recovery measures 
for microcredit and promote the need to work together in a 
“new normal.”

2020 EUROPEAN MICROFINANCE NETWORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE

MICROFINANCE

The EIB Institute supports the microfinance-related activities of the EIB Group by sponsoring major 
events, as well as capacity building of microfinance institutions.

EUROPEAN MICROFINANCE DAY

We supported the European Microfinance Day closing event 
(online) in October 2020.

“Thank you for the opportunity to connect with new people and ideas by participating in the Digital Bootcamp webinar.”

Cristina Georgescu, 
BCR Social Finance, Romania
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The Institute organises conferences and seminars to share knowledge and encourage innovative 
thinking about issues of particular concern to the EIB Group. These events are designed to inform, 
educate and broaden the perspectives of EIB staff and the public at large.

Organised by:

With the financial support of In collaboration with Partner event of the EU Green Week

SEMINARS

CONFERENCES

The October Days for Sustainable Development conference has been organised every year since 2015 at the EIB in 
Luxembourg by the Institute, the University of Luxembourg and other partners. It contributes to the global debate 
on the UN Sustainable Development Goals by enhancing dialogue among stakeholders.

We also partner annually with the University of Luxembourg and others in organising a series of lectures under the 
general theme of “Inequality and...?”.

Due to the pandemic, only two seminars were organised in 2020:

Inequality and Justice 

Guillermina Jasso, NYU

Inequality and Politics

Roberto Galbiati, Sciences Po

SEMINARS AND CONFERENCES

“We are fast approaching many of the earth’s limits but turning the tide is still possible,” said speakers at the 2020 
October Days dedicated to the topic “Biodiversity loss and pandemic emergency: reverse the trend and build a 
sustainable future.” This sixth edition of the October Days conference took place online.
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SPONSORSHIPS  
AND PARTNERSHIPS 
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